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DNA methylation and demethylation: current status and future per-
spective

Dajun Deng

Peking University Cancer Hospital and Institute, Beijing 100142, China

Abstract: DNA methylation plays important roles in cell differentiation, embryonic development, host adaptations to
environmental factors, and pathogenesis through regulation of gene transcription and imprinting, X-inactivation, and de-
fense of foreign genetic material invasion, is currently one of the hottest research fields on epigenetics. In the past few years,
a number of important findings on DNA methylation have been achieved. These findings include discovery of
TETs-catalyzed cytosine hydroxymethylation and its functions in the early embryonic development; the relationship be-
tween active and passive DNA demethylation; establishment and maintenance of DNA methylation patterns and their asso-
ciations with histone modifications, chromatin configuration, polycomb group proteins and non-coding RNA bindings.

DNA methylation has become a new potential biomarker and therapy target.

Keywords: DNA methylation; demethylation; epigenetics; homeostasis; translational research
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W R R, HARD AR HE YL iR A2 R
Fossd . dR Rkl AN SR P2,
UTAF & SEDNA i R4 HY B Ak b 2 55 4 T 240 e ] B 42
Hil5 40 DNAJR IZE4 B 3 Ak i Bk 7 X g e
LR RS R, A SO — 0GR . fAET
1+ S5 A W AN I P C°- P L I B (SmC) i — 2 DNA
FH L5 #2 if(DNA methyltransferase, DNMT)#i{LTE
A, ALFE Mk B AL FIDNA S il 5 4 357 B a4k i Fp
T RIRAR o TE AR FHE S W) A 20 i v 32 B A A= TE
MR - 15 WS (G) A% T IR (CpG) DA, b FEAH) 2
NPy IE AR 2 I ] A e AR Cp G s b i
WE FH LA AE 22 A1 A6 0 1% 440 43 A R PR 53 7 7y T
KRB, HAARD ARG XY AR KIS | LR Ep
il FERRKAUER . dif s . ANEEEEB1E . &
YA A, & B BE BRI SR Gk —, I AR LR
TiEZ R, AR ELRA T DNA L H AL
HLI FIDNA B LA 7 e 4 oe i) EZE b e, I
XTAFEAE B LA SR R A T T8

1 DNA

DNAJfd 8 g FBEAR 2 — Bl AL i, fhor P o
FaE o SmCH PIFMIE &R . DNAR B AL 5 H
UHRF1(Ubiquitin-like, containing PHD and RING
finger domains, 1)fH5EDNMTI1, fE1k}F F{LDNA

XU R B AL BE 1 4 47 FF 5L {k (Maintenance me-
thylation); 1 DNMT3a il DNMT3b 4 1k & H 3& 1k
DNAXLEE i M3k B 4k (de novo methylation), DNA
W AR LA ek 3 2 WY AR RN 3 2 2 HY Ak 7 el
WAL L A0 AT B R DNMT 1 26 35 s Ak 76 1 4 B
W DNA R 4E+F B 34k, 76 20 0 49 28 o i Hp s e /A1
HE TR 2H v FY R A e s i 1) %85 R, 52 B Bl 2 FR Ak
(Kl 1A). fift HASH A, X Fh sl 2 H 6L
il UG & B b F v i A BB 20 S (Primordial germ
cell) 2 [ 5 (K 46 S AXDNA P BLAL e B pLIEN Y 76 75
GHME N 2K G, 4l 4 RONZ, BREfICE
K 4h, JEN4I DNAYSE S8 4 L H Ak, T8 4 aE m ik
Jits T 41 JId (Embryonic stem cell, ESC). 7S ZRET
2l fifd (Induced pluripotent stem cell, iPSC)JE il #2
WAFTERA 52 L P B IS o B0 R 72 rp 2R
RIS £ R B, 2850 4 W R ESCHEN 4
i E/DIRRRE R 1/16 1 H SRR i mEnE, Joik sl

SEa R AL. BAR, TENRHG T 40 AE il A7 e HoAth
AR HLE]

JHL e 2 I I A5 A A R Y A0 R R R AL
W E 2 5L, A3 BIE PR W E (U) R i 935 BE (T) . R
FEAY N g 0 4 I 2 SRR I i TR AL .
Wk W i 22 i 2 A Bl W Ak 3 B b B TR 4 % AR Cp G
i (CpG suppression) it 3= 2 LA, 6 g 41 it 5 A
A rp, KEBAY r AR AR S CpGAL s 1 i 1 e % 49 1
i BRI BE (C:G—T:A)>, I S S TE B A PR 1 i
B i E 5 HL MR Y SRR ORBC X, R AR
LT R 53 A DR i I 7 g i s I DN A il 4
ML, PR ) B8 5 (BER) B &2 il i X
T P s OO - DI R AE S AR, 20 L ) A S
MDNAF 8 2 AL AT BB . 7R 32 B | FR 4%
FORWAT LG, 15 IR /AL LU i i 5 2 S
(145 APOBECHIAIDS ) i &l FFF, £FLH 4
(] 200G FH SR Ak AN T R K o Mt 2 Il 3 12 1
B R A R DR A IR AR R AR Y G B R TT . Popp
SR g W], ATDBIZ /I BRUAG S A B8 400 i 4 S DR 41
A 7K T, (LR VR R G 255 41 2 10 6 34k
KT 2200, $8 % AID ] BB AR B A= 7 A i = sl 2%
A 3 A P & 43 o ATD 2 i s e 3t 2 i il ¢
R — 51, TE SRS F T RE A5 (0 HLAE DN A ms g i
Rk, (EBHNM PR Rk, ik gm it e BR AR 1 IgM
14 5 DR 2 A B i R T g G I R PR 2 R TR 3 £ B -
O G A Bt s A i —— S B B PR 25 G E (TC1gG
IgA . IgE, X2 b g i B 5y J) sl 11 Y = IgM 2R &
it (HIGM2). 7EHHEsh ¥ 40 i 3k R 4l P iR AP 7E 1 2
FLAt DNA N % WE i 22 S o AN () Py e g ot 2 56 il
AR FIDNATFFIMR A, WAIDfwEF WRCY (W=A5L
T; R=IEN%; Y=W%01E), APOBEC&f Ml M5 #: (Cs) |
i) oK A7 ffl W WE . APOBEC1 R #F TC i #i ,
APOBEC3DCii i WCH i, 12K & Bl & CpGAiz A
F14) L o W OG0 S R Y A o g i 194 i 22 A
U T AR A, e e 2 - V) B
SRR N MESh P 40 i S B CpG A i, 8 A H
FALH) FERR M ELZ TR .

2009 45 3 [ 1Y P A 52 /N2 (] B 2 B 4 4R
ESC DNAHVAEAE 5-72 H SLHa M5 BE (hmC), ERHTET!

(Ten-eleven translocation methylcytosine dioxygenase

DEEW A ILDNAH SmCE AL hmC(&E 2), HEM
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hmCHIINREZ — &5 SDNA T 52 I E B2 2011
R E RS SRR E R L HGE, TET1 FITET2
A BES [ hmCitE— 481k, Tk 58 3k i 5 e (£C)
A 5-F2 M M5 I (caC)H S HE B A S5 R DNAH 1)
caC ] 4 i Jit 1% e DN AR T B VI PR, HsiRNA R IH %
g5 = G ESCH caC T, HENE S5 T caCly
B DI B8 2 i AR (B 1B). TET3 3 A £ /)N B2 RS B
25 B fE )5 % DNA F 3 A6 A7 3] o 2 v b BB Kk 45 1E
AL, Williams 2 M 438, 7Emf 7L s P ESCHE [H 41
HIIZAFAAETETL 456 MhmC. (HARHE B2,
HackettZ: MRS ETET1 FTET2 & M AL A hmCHE i
55N BUR G A 78 40 o 2450 FR O AT, E R BROEA
DNAH AL EIiC il e i R HEAEH, $2/RTETsA F11
DNAF 8l 2 H A S5 4l il /3 R AR B I R R
TET1 FITET2 7] 5 T 40 ii [ FNANOGH B 454, It
[I7E TN BRAN I AR A5 22 At ad Bt e & #E 4 LS
S BE T 0 SRS HESI Y O AS T DNAR B 3%
PO 55 FLAR A M AR F], 26 IR & & 10, bk
DNA [ i B ALK SPATY SR 2 3 AR A HO18L 530 /N R
SN L Sh W R G B R R DR A A7 A R ) 2 R O
BRI . A, BE D fa e P e B sk o8
A B
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R ST ar e -
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- ol

BT AR AL R B Ak, TN BB AE 2R O o
(BR3d)L FE A REAS 58 A A TR 41 25 F 31k, R X
Fifr 2 B AL 7 U0 P G R Pt T 4R T, X g IR
UL, FEARSEEAME S Sl EL sh P Z A], S ESCHk
5 4 BE MR R OG0 35 TR 4 2 R 3 qb O A7 A I g 22
Bl

A4, DNAE & H LA 54 sh & H b 2 )
JEAFTENTEIR RWE? 765 BLAY 3L b B & 52 il
thF YRR —/NBAZ R IF 51 (2~6 bp), T CpGAii i
) AL AE DN AKURE Hh 2 X BRI B9 o 1 SR DN A XL
[ — AR Cp GV 1 K A [ 25 S Ak RN 3 1) B 1%
i, ¥ T EUDNAXUEWT 2, CpGAy % & (WNCpG
Fl AlugC i ) ® & % 5 LINE) B DNA 2 7] GE %
fE(B 1B). WS LLAH A 43 2430 7 PO B 10 2 B 3 Ak
DNA R Y BRAE SR, T AT 3k 46 3k Flr DN Ay 24 5 %
FAbe Wbk, #ish K HF L RTETAfE SmCHy
FEJE A B A0 R DN A 25 I 56 had i v & 3R DY, &
BN 2IE A TET 3 30 2 H L A2 7E S5 DNAE 3]
ZH AL A S AT RE(E 1C).

FE R A0 53 24 H0 S Bk 8l 2 F AR 46 1F T

ohe-EE

s—vea]l]

TTTE5 8

smasf]

MITEE BN ENERE B ERE

1 S-REMEEMWENA). E3B). EAMFEENCO)ERELER
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SAM-CH;

SAM-H

NH, NH,
DNA
CEF1g CH;

4EC>T

HO T Pt Ss HO T
ﬁ R w ﬁ g dR
Fm s W
PPi jW
WL)
[ N, @ HOH
< TETs
-H
AP U-DNA T-DNA
AL et -
OH (Y NH,
H.C-OH \ETS H,C-OH
| C | @
HO)\T )\N

NH;

2 DND fEmEIERI 2R S K21

DNAJE 5 BB 5230 32 8l & LML W2 2012 4R Pk ¥ fi
RO SE, ZEAEAN M 1A & P, DNMT3afIDNMT3bfE
% B 3 V) B AU EE DNA MG mE e o i 2 B 3K T
DNMTI1 T AE . DNMTs3E [ ZEESCH A AR K ik,
FE 43k 00 240 I Cn R ER RN AT AR A M A it ) R 3k, FE
i Jea 20 it P 25 6 35 . DNMTsE2: 7 198 2 5 30 2641k
20 1) 3 B 25 B AR R A TR IEOY . TEAR Y A0
Fe WAL 5T, 2012 4F Qian s Bk HUA By 410 i Y Y
ZTRALEFIDML 0 DL B L L I DNASS &, i
X IR 2R & Ak, R R SmOHET g
RIETNRE, MM DNAK A 25 H 3E4k .

hmC A Y Z: 5 i AR 58 40 i FIESC 2= H 34k, i
Hd Al AR — 2544k, Fo e M A7 A T B A 41 2L 4t g
W FEANTR] AR AL 2R A R, hmC I 43 A 5 A% /MR
YR FIH3K27me3 7776 7 B A A SEHEP2 hmCHE A
R AN M S RN R AT AR S R AEESCHR A
dE— 2 Ak TR AR A . AE /DN B 412
hmC Al DL 1 3 B AR e A 7 B 7 B o £ A 1

ol HO
dR .~ dR

H-OH

YA Al i R Hp LR A4 i 3 TR A R I i CpG i
[l X 4, (CpG island shores)) F KAk 7K S A i pAR 122
T JR R i 56 DR 4 H hm C Y 5 1 AN WTRRAIR, PSR 4R
FEJ5UE 3 IDNA B4,

IR, hmC R TE ik 52 P45 R R 5 ),
ZH L (DMSO) Ak R 2 2 A i 55 5 40 i hmC
SRl R TR 4 A 2 C AR FIAT B B 3R /N BLESC
TET1 H4EAL 36 PE A hmC /K SEE0, 2 He 2 4b PR AE
i TR 5 2 K U TR 40 h C 9 43 A i s B, 3%
2L REURhmCH R E ML SmCAIL, XTFREE AR HE
gy, 5 PR BT N K A ) PR R AR A el AR oG R T
Yl

2 DNA

HE R SRR IR SU(TSS) A Bl CpG & H Ak 2 5k
PR AR e TUBR AR Ak, 76 20 i 43 Ak ik 72 vh ml BB
R AVEA . WEL 3 Y A9 IR il (Blastocyst) N 58 422
F 284k 1Y) ESC 4% BN [A] 1Y 4346 J5 W), 75 DNMT3a il
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3b WIMEAL T & AEAT T I Sk S Ak, AT 20 i 43 Ak
HHSCH ARG . Sk AL s b B G iR 12
FETE T WU TE 5 38 1 58RI 19 K A R R i F o,
N FRBEAE I A OC H AL 3 L 7F DNMTs 5 2R 34 (1 4
it e (451 4 i 983 40 L), DNA H G CpG A7 5 1 BRICHR
A H SRR B IR 38 2 B S Ab i 7 e 1 o 6
1) F A 2 06 2 R L 20 i LIRS, — Al
TR I ) HIL TR 3 2 5 DR ) B S i 265 0 AR 5
T DNMTs, 33 CpG & W 34k, 4R, X —Hg A
Al M T O AT 4 A R 20 i SR R 9K T 358 4 (Gene
body)70%L4 I FIEEE CpG 137 25 4B 2 B 3L 4B Y
HAETC 2RI T 2 i S 5L R 415 2 B AR AR
BEHLE . KBEIEGR L RNA(IncRNA) A Y A 3 3o 3%
GV 255 miRNABPeGER [ 45 R 12 0k & #8 1F 1] I 7
BNk B ME B W AR ATl i S DNMTL 45
B R BT HL B S ARV P, 4E5E H 3L DNAR) 25 H
FEARAR AP H3K 4me3 S35 R A7 70 55 S T 1k A B s,
H3K4mel NJJEH3K4me3 JE A EEAL . 2009 4 Hu
2 BTV 1 S H 6 Ak (9 H3K4 2 DNMT3LINZE & X,
fE% 2 FEDNMT3L-DNMT3ak & 91 19 M 3k F BE4b A
o KRB EAL W H3KS iR B85 2 DNMT3afk 114
SR, B L AR TS 1 ; DNMT3af H 364k s
PE 5 H3K4mel A& BEAFE UG RS, rdEk,
{45 ENCODERF FE1E N 1 25 i i 40 B 38 1 B S IR+
54 YU DNAF JLAL A B o Ha 7, 3 P 3 R A St ke
I s B PP AR R SR B MR E 45 X, TEiX L
DX 35 e 0 5 v 3 3k A E H 3R H3K 4, DNAN] 2L
H LR ZSE, B2 h DNARY F 4L 5 4% /MA )
Gy A IRAEAE G BE AR OGP . BN B R R A R,
ple B[ CpG iy H AL HA DI /A Sy B A 35T ik
WY R MR AERY 7R R AL AR 1 H LB GOA TN
SUV39H!1 & /KA H G 3 F X H3K9me2/3 7K
KIS, BEFIX 454 I HP1 MIDNMTI j /M Ficz
S B hm O 53 P B0 A X4 3[R 4H 3£ 4T hMe DIP-l]
F B, & IhmC R 4343 A T8 BV G T 41 B
Yt X, SunEH3UH AbaSIEEY] - vk & B, hmC
F B A AE/NRESCH A I CTCFLE A X, FiH e
fFFEH3K4mel fYIXEL, A RIEH3IK27acE X .
e B BE )5 T 40 M P A AR S K A hmCE, Fhfh
MR, ZEDNMTI1 R4 RBMFMET, DNAFK
H 43 CpGAz i 1 BRIAIRAS 2 H Ak iy o 70 BE D58 5%

SER X IR AFAETE BRI DNA L (b Bl % . iR %
Ui W, IR (%) B 5 7 ) B HLAH 56 1) 4 28 B A 78 4
FEDNAZ: U ELARAR Sy Tl R 8 G E ] . — B
PR TR 5 SR A, TUPKE 2k 2 3 2 2 B BB AR ML 1)
TRir, KA AL

AV TAERN, RE MR ple 3
PR A AR B AR S R F R e, IR A K
TR 1 Jag 3 PR Ak AR Ak R 2 R AL, 3XRT Ry
BB H AL AR AL AT e A AE TR gl b, B
JE DR i H AR R S 2 DA B ZS (Homeostasis) 9 A5 5 4
Fr(FERFR). Ik, A EXH AR SRS 2
o ELA e v R AR A D 4 A B S T e i — 2P
5T, LA T R M8 A5

3

NERNALE 200 ZRCRFEZERIAL0HE, AL
H A A [ 5 40 43 A A G DNA B AL 1S, T B s A
B A A A7 P 45 DR 28 AT 0 11 728 Ak T A2 b 14 38 07 AH O
DNA M EAbiE . WK, SREEAMILE, AMEN
DNA H IAbd] S R L I E 2 24, DF5E T
YEJEHARE . DNA JE R4 391 5¢ A R N ESC
WA A3 A A [E] O 40 i 2 DNA HRE Ak ] 5 H: A
T3 AL L5 DM T AR 7 X B ) 46 J (B R A RUE
ANFEAEAF A BT R AR 7 X 26 W 45 750 & A ik
PP RIERE T HAVER? WEESREAS F] T 90 i 1l
Bl . ZWIFIIRYT 73X SRR AT SR A 157 I BH 1) B )
B, FMAL G I 2, — T 5 228 H R
2EFA VAR T AR, DI4E /R DNA b4 3%
WAL WL sl PR diRs . HBRAFEAIEE, 5
— AT LA Y TR, &R R TS R
A B2 24 3 AT B R, 8T DNA H L 45 7 52
WP &l . PEM IR R 4 . B R -
BTG BE 1 o 04 FH ML, F o FL A L A
B o B T 0 7 AR 114 BV R 25 b 5000 42 0 A1
(4 H B, 3h A N AN [) 28 AL 41 22 181 R0 [ 49 F 2
[E1) F Ll %5 3 00 388 1% 41 2 O A 92 T SRS 2 & S8, DNA
A 3 A A AT B ML A 22 A5 20 R

15 ELHE A I R TR 1 2R 35 7 ) RN AR 15T [,
FE G SR 0 i a5 ) FEL Cp G iy FP R AR 25 o e g 3
R BRE KA AR, E& R T IR
FEA R B BB RS AEAE . AN, HSAB AR B 34k
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() CpG 5 1T 43590 65 FH HF Ak Fn A F AR R S v B AR
h@ AR 5 A R B X SE A5 Cp Gy HY AR AR
L35 1 Ry BRA ) 2R W 2 b AR 00 & T2, 0
mﬁmwmmﬁﬁﬂ¢ﬁﬁﬁwﬁ%mﬁw%kﬁ
KRR Ve S, RTRON B 2 i G 3R 1 SEPTY HY
F Ak 0 25 45 B oo, ﬁﬁ@ﬁmm6$%%$%ﬁm
b H SR 2R S AR IS W R L A T & R FROR ER R
MGMT H AL T FE BE IR A0 7 245 4 Stk I 1
Tl RIS, DNA SR Ab BEL U7 i s s B E &8
v B 5 A AR 2 B AR G IRIB YT, R IR )
Hofthg Ry ), Fh BB VIR 7 IR K
YRR 11 e 1k B 2 F 5% v 1 45 DN A 3 Ak 5
I oK R AT AL TE 42 [ A5 ORI R T, A SR —

HEA 1 R4 DN A JE Ak 77 0

2% 30k
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